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INTRODUCTION TO NOK CULTURE

The Nok culture stands as a testament to the ancient and sophisticated civilizations
that once thrived in the heart of West Africa. Originating in what is now present-day
Nigeria, particularly around the fertile terrains of the Jos Plateau, the Nok people
have left an indelible mark on the annals of African history. Renowned for their
exquisite terracotta sculptures, which are among the earliest known examples of
figurative art in West Africa, the Nok culture offers a captivating glimpse into the
artistic, technological, and social advancements of the region during the Iron Age.
Beyond their artistic achievements, the Nok people were skilled farmers, hunters,
and metalworkers, cultivating the land, domesticating animals, and crafting intricate
tools and ornaments from iron. This introduction seeks to unravel the rich tapestry
of the Nok culture, exploring its artistic expressions, cultural significance, and

enduring legacy in the mosaic of African civilizations.

1. Location:
« The Nok culture flourished in what is now modern-day Nigeria,
specifically in the central region of the country, particularly around the
Jos Plateau. The archaeological sites associated with the Nok culture
are primarily located in the present-day states of Plateau, Kaduna, and
Niger.



2. Age:

The Nok culture is renowned for its distinctive terracotta sculptures and
artifacts, which date back to the Iron Age. The height of the Nok
civilization is estimated to have been between approximately 900 BCE
and 200 CE, although specific dates and chronologies continue to be

refined through ongoing research and archaeological discoveries.

3. Culture:

The Nok culture is best known for its remarkable terracotta sculptures,
which represent some of the earliest known examples of figurative art
in West Africa. These sculptures, characterized by their intricate
details, expressive features, and stylistic diversity, depict a range of
human figures, animals, and mythological creatures, reflecting the

cultural, spiritual, and artistic expressions of the Nok people.

The Nok culture also produced a variety of other artifacts, including
pottery, iron tools, and jewelry, showcasing their advanced
craftsmanship, artistic skills, and technological innovations during the

Iron Age.

4. People and Occupation:

The people of the Nok culture were early inhabitants of the region,
engaging in farming, hunting, and metalworking. They lived in small
communities and villages, practicing agriculture and domesticating

animals, such as cattle, goats, and sheep.



« The Nok people were skilled ironworkers, producing a wide range of
tools, weapons, and ornaments from iron and other metals. Their
expertise in metallurgy and metalworking played a crucial role in their

daily lives, economy, and cultural development.

« The Nok culture represents one of the earliest complex societies in West
Africa, with its distinctive artistic expressions, technological
advancements, and social organization, reflecting the rich and diverse

heritage of the region.

The Nok culture holds significant importance in the history and archaeology of West
Africa, providing insights into the early civilizations, artistic traditions, and cultural

developments of the region during the Iron Age.
REFERENCES:
Fagg, B. 1967. Nok pottery. The South African Archaeological Bulletin 22, 34-35.

Fagg, B. 1968. The Nok Culture: Excavations at Taruga. The West African
Archaeological Newsletter 10, 27-30.

Fagg, B. 1969. Recent work in West Africa: New light on the Nok Culture. World
Archaeology 1 (1), 41-50.

Fagg, B. & Fleming, S. 1970. Thermoluminescent dating of a terracotta of the Nok
Culture, Nigeria. Archaeometry 12 (1), 53-55.

Fagg, B. 1990. Nok Terracottas. National Commission for Museums and
Monuments, Lagos.



