(1)         What is basic? And briefly explain the history of basic programming language
Meaning of basic 
Basic stands for “beginner’s all-purpose symbolic instruction code. Basic is a computer programming language that was developed in the mid-1960s to provide a way for students to write simple computer program 
History of basic programming language
Basic is a computer programming language that was developed in the mid -1960s to provide a way for students to write simple computer program. Since then, the language has evolved into a more robust and powerful language and can be used to create advanced programs for today’s computer system.
Basic is an easy general purpose and high level programming language for beginners. Basic was design by john kemeny and Thomas Kurtz on May 1, 1964.
Basic originally used numbers at the beginning of each instruction (or line) to tell the computer what order to process the instructions. Line would be numbered as 10, 20, 30, and so on which would allow additional instruction to be placed between commands later on if needed. “GOTO” statements enabled programs to loop back to earlier instruction during execution for example line 230 of a BASIC program may have an  “if” clause that tells the computer to jump back to line 50 if a variable is less than 10.
(2)         State the function of the following statements in basic 
(a) Input 
(b)  Output
(c)  Stop
(d)  CLS
The functions of the following statement are written below
(a) Input: is used to collect information or data from the program user
(b) Output: is used to display results on the screen
(c) Stop: is used to terminate program execution and return to the command level
(d) CLS: this is a example of data statement, may be reread from the beginning by use of the restore statement.
EXAMPLE
CLS 
10            PRINT        “country,” “state,” “city,” “postcode”
20            DATA           Nigeria, abia, umuahia
(3)        Write a simple basic program to add three numbers and show your output or result
A simple basic program to add three numbers
10            REM find the sum of any 5 numbers
20             PRINT “type any 5 numbers separated by comma.”
30             INPUT A, B, C, D, E
40             LETS= A + B + C + D + E
50             PRINT “sum of numbers is:”; S
60             END

