English Language.

Reading.

Title: Eaters of dust.
Quite early the next day, I went to the village stream to take my bath and fetch some water. The air smelt fresh and the stream water was cold. It had been two or three days since I had a bath. My mother had stopped going to the stream because she had to get up very early to go to the market and she usually came home late in the evening. I remembered that in Lagos she always went to Oyingbo market very early each day and came back late in the evenings. My father did the household chores, which of course he did not like. Yet he couldn't protest because when mama came back each day, her bag was filled with money. I couldn't protest either.

I took my bath without soap, managing to wash the dust off my hair with a wet piece of clothing. Then I filled my pot with water and started for home. The stream was in a valley and the way back from it was more difficult. So I took my time, climbing up slowly with my pot balanced on my head.

It was about 10.30 am when I got home. I emptied the water into a bigger pot and sat down on the bamboo bed. I took my mother's palm kernel oil and rubbed it all over my body, even between my toes. Ude aki, as we call it, is more effective against the harmattan than any foreign ointment or body cream. The harmattan, which we call uguru, warps and breaks the skin, especially around the lips. There is a joke among our people that when a man is looking for a bride he should do so during the harmattan.

I made a fire and warmed the soup. Then I poured some water into a pot and placed it on the fire for garri. I poured some soup into a pan and started eating it. The soup lasted too long and I didn't enjoy it. I wanted to finish it up so that my mother could cook egusi or ogbono soup which tastes better. Soon I dropped the soup pan and strolled out of the house.

Answer the following questions.

1. Where did the writer go to the next day?

2. Why did his mother stop going to the stream?

3. Which market did she go to while in Lagos?

4. Who did the household chores?

5. Why couldn't the writer's father protest?

6. Where was the stream?

7. What did the writer rub on his body?

8. What is the name of the cream he rubbed on his body?

9. Why did he prefer his mum's cream to foreign ointments or body cream?

Vocabulary.

Choose the option that is opposite to the word in each item.

	Word
	Opposite

	Fresh
	Stale/smell/good

	Early
	On time/late/timely

	Empty
	Plenty/full/fill

	Bride
	Wife/in law/bridegroom

	Cold
	Warm/hot/mild

	Wet
	Dry/moisture/soak

	Foreign
	Abroad/home/local

	Slowly
	Immediately/quickly/slow


