
WhatisDemocracy?Explainanyfour(4)featuresofDemocracy.

WhatisDemocracy?

 Democracyisdefinedasaform ofgovernmentinwhichthepeopleexercisetheir

governingpowereitherdirectlyorthroughrepresentativesperiodicallyelectedbythem

Thereforethisinform usthatdemocracyprovidesinstitutionfortheexpressionandthe

supremacyoftheorpopularwillonbasicissuesborderingonsocio-politicaldecisions

andpolicymaking.Otherfactorssuchas:politicalandeconomicequality,fraternal

feeling.

TheoriginofDemocracyistraceabletoancientGreekhistory.Theword'Demo'inGreek

meanspeopleand'kratia'meansgovernment.Thesetwowords'Demo'and'kratia'

metermophosedintotheword,democracy.

Abraham Lincolndefineddemocracyas:'Governmentofthepeoplebythepeople

andforthepeople.'Thisdefinitioncouldbebrokendownintothreepartswithrelevant

explanations:

(a)Governmentofthepeoplereferstogovernmentonbehalfofthepeople.

(b)Governmentbythepeoplereferstorepresentativesgovernmentand_

(c).Governmentforthepeoplemeansthatgovernmentshouldbecarriedinby

peopleofhighprinciple,thatis,thatthosetrustedwiththeaffairsofgovernmentshould

notbepoltiicianwhoseektomakethemselvesrichattheexpenseofthosewhotheyare

supposedtoserve.

Democracyisthemostsuccessfulpoliticalideaintheworld.Asystem of

governmentbythewholepopulationoralltheeligiblemembersofastate,typically

throughelectedrepresentatives.

Democracyallowsordinarypeopleadecisivesayinwhogovernsacountryandhow

theygovernit.Itisbasedonasystem ofgovernmentbyallthecitizensofacountry,

typicallyexercisedthroughelectedrepresentatives.

 Four(4)featuresofDemocracy:

1.Ruleoflaw

2.Decisionmaking



3.Politicalparties

4. Nationalwealth

5.Provisionofopportunities

6. Secretballot

 Ruleoflaw:

Thereshouldbetheapplicationoftheruleoflawandnooneshouldbeabovethe

law.

 Decisionmaking:

Theconceptionofmajorityruleandtherightoftheminoritymustberecognizedin

theareasofdecisionmaking.

 Politicalparties:

Wheredemocracyisoperational,therearemorethanonepoliticalpartywith

differentindividualscompetingforpower.

 Nationalwealth:

Disparityinthedistributionofnationalwealthisprogressivelyreduced.


